
Social Paradigm (at least in the developed world)

Kids live with parents until they are 18.  Move out, go to school, get a job, start a family, repeat.

Our society emphasizes the importance of independence:
· Independence from our parents
· Financial independence
· Women’s liberation movement (independence from men)
· Independence from the government

What things do we do to demonstrate or secure our independence?
· Savings
· Education
· Buy a home
· Buy a car
· Work more to earn more

Let’s consider the following two passages:

Luke 12:16-21
16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’
21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
Geneses 41:46-49

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 47 Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly. 48 So he gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them. 49 Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped counting, for it was immeasurable.

What is the difference between these two seemingly similar scenarios?
· In the first, the man’s confidence was in his riches, in the second, Joseph’s confidence was in God.
· The first man was storing up riches out of his own wisdom for his own glory, and for his own pleasure.  Joseph was storing up riches through heavenly wisdom, for the glory of God and for the preservation of others.

What is wrong with believing that we are independent?
· We put our confidence in things or people other than God.  But, if we really think about it, what do we have apart from God’s dispensation?  
· Consider Job.  He was the richest of all the men in the east, but, in an instant, God allowed for all of it to be taken away.  How would Job’s story have been different had he been depending on his riches, status, etc.?
· Consider the time of Elijah when the heavens were shut up for 3.5 years.  Imagine if there was a 3.5 year long drought in the US.  How would that influence your life?  How independent would you be in that scenario?
· When we put our confidence in these things, we neglect that we need God to provide for us.
· More importantly, we forget about the importance of God’s role in our salvation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the Liturgy (Psalm 145:14)(Litany of the air, seeds, and plants):

“…for the eyes of everyone wait upon you for you give them their food in due season”
· All of us are dependent on God for our most basic needs.  The question is, do we realize it?

Consider the command:

Matthew 18:2-4
2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

What characteristics do children exhibit?
· Complete dependence (among others).  Also, children are fully aware that they are dependent.


At the end of the day, we must be dependent on something.  Independence is really depending on things that we believe we have control over.  However, if we recognize that we can control nothing, and when we recognize how frail we actual are, we will begin to appreciate that, in fact, we are completely dependent on God.
